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gain it. They talked of the " prop," meaning the pro-
peller, of "jelly," meaning gelignite, and of " durally,"
meaning duralumin. The last was hardest to bear. Dur-
ing the days at sea they bestowed on their machines all the
tenderness and care of a parent. Under the nose of the
Moth they built a stove with a chimney leading up to the
engine to keep it warm. They paid ceaseless attention to
the stowage of the wings and tail fins, packing them with
pads of canvas here, supporting them with chocks of wood
there, lest they should chafe with the rolling of the ship. So
much so that when, by an unfortunate accident, I tore a
small hole in the oiled silk of the tail fin of the Wapiti, I did
not dare tell Douglas but told instead, with diffidence, one of
his subordinates who gazed at the little wound, scratched his
chin and was sure he didn't know what Mr. Douglas would
say. On the way south they painted their aeroplanes bright
yellow to make them more easily visible against snow. They
bound sledges with strips of reindeer hide. They made
landing skis for their machines with beaten sheet copper over
wood. In all these things they displayed an energy and a
skill which made the scientists who, on this trip, had nothing
to do at all, feel very much out of it. As a sop to my con-
science I helped the Doctor pack raisins in small packets of
brown paper and stow them in parachute containers.
These were to be dropped should the fliers be found stranded
and still surviving far from their objective or from a possible
landing. When I had done this for a quarter of an hour
every day my conscience was appeased. I had contributed
at least a quota.
The two airmen brought with them five subordinates who
lived aft in the petty officers' mess. One was a sergeant-
pilot, one a wireless operator and the other three were
mechanics. They were all Australians except the sergeant-
pilot. He was an Englishman and came from Putney but
his roots were so deep, from long residence, in the Antipodes
that Putney, tired of the unequal battle, had retired leaving